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OXENDON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  Year  1913. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report,  together  with  the  various  Tables  of  Statistics  required 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  also  the  report  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  District  comprises  32,991  acres  and  consists  of  grass 
land  with  scattered  villages.  The  occupation  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  is  mainly  connected  with  grazing  ;  there  are  also  a 
number  of  workers  in  iron-stone  and  some  few  factory  hands 
who  work  in  neighbouring  districts.  There  are  no  trades  or 
occupations  likely  to  be  deleterious  to  health. 

The  Poor  Law  relief  is  rather  extensive  as  there  are  a 
large  number  of  poor  inhabitants.  There  is  no  hospital 
accommodation  in  the  district,  hospital  and  other  charitable 
medical  relief  being  supplied  by  the  hospitals  at  Leicester, 
Market  Harborough,  Kettering  and  Northampton,  and  by  the 
Market  Harborough  Dispensary. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  is  4,276,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  is  1127,  the  average  number  of  inhabitants 
per  house  being  3.7.  Six  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
under  consideration  and  in  each  case  the  nuisance  has  been 
abated.  Cases  occurred  in  Braybrooke,  Clipston,  Farndon 
and  Welford. 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  throughout  the 
year,  but  there  is  still  a  shortage  of  water  for  some  cottages 
in  Oxendon,  the  landlord  has,  however,  promised  to  repair  the 
pump  which  will  materially  improve  the  shortage.  The 
supply  of  the  district  is  by  public  wells  and  pumps  except  in 
the  case  of  a  few  villages  which  are  supplied  through  iron 
pipes.  During  the  year  I  have  made  frequent  analyses  of 


samples  of  water  from  various  sources  and  where  defects  were 
found  these  have  been  remedied  or  the  water  supply  closed  for 
domestic  purposes.  The  public  pumps,  taps  and  wells  are 
inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  reported  to  be  in 
good  order.  The  water  has  no  particular  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  river  or  stream  pollution 
during  the  year. 

The  Sewage  is  disposed  of  by  precipitation  tanks  and 
filters  at  Welford,  Sibbertoft  and  Sulby,  by  tanks  and 
strainers  at  Marston,  and  by  septic  tanks  in  other  villages. 
During  the  year  a  new  length  of  sewer  has  been  laid  and  a 
septic  tank  constructed  at  Arthingworth  and  Clipston.  At 
Farndon  the  sewer  has  been  concreted  in  as  the  public  pump 
had  become  polluted.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that 
at  Wilbarston  the  south  end  of  the  village  needs  a  new  sewer 
and  that  the  Welford  west  end  outfall  would  be  greatly 
improved  by  the  addition  of  a  filter. 

The  closet  accommodation  in  the  villages  consists 
mainly  of  bucket  closets  with  a  certain  number  of  vaults  aud 
a  few  water-closets,  practically  none  of  these,  however,  are 
provided  with  proper  cisterns  as  there  is  no  water  main  laid 
on.  Sixteen  cases  of  defective  closets  have  been  attended  to 
during  the  year.  The  scavenging  is  adequately  carried  out  ; 
the  septic  tanks  are  emptied  periodically  and  a  sludge  cart  is 
provided.  Solids  are  distributed  on  the  neighbouring  land. 

The  sanitary  inspection  of  the  district,  carried  out  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  includes  1171  inspections  as  compar¬ 
ed  with  1 204  last  year  ;  as  a  result  five  houses  were  reported 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  in  each  case  the  owner  has 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Council,  five  new 
closets  have  been  built  and  four  more  are  to  be  begun  at  once 
and  six  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  as  mentioned 
above. 

The  premises  controlled  by  the  Council  are  twenty-five, 
viz.  :  bakehouses,  laundries,  carpenters’  shops,  dressmaking 
establishments,  builders’  premises  and  shoe  heel  building. 
One  matter  in  connection  with  these  was  reported  to  the 
Factory  Inspector. 

The  Schools  in  the  district  are  the  public  elementary 
schools.  Their  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  are 
satisfactory.  School  closure  was  found  necessary  at  Bray- 
brooke  on  account  of  whooping  cough.  I  am  not  the  School 
Medical  Officer  nor  do  I  receive  a  report  from  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 


The  milk  supply  of  the  district  is  excellent.  There  are 
17  premises  registered  under  the  Dairy  Order.  The  defects 
during  the  year  consisted  of  one  case  of  a  manure  heap  near 
the  building,  two  of  defective  lime-washing,  one  of  want  of 
ventilation,  and  one  of  defective  drainage.  In  each  case  the 
defect  has  been  remedied.  No  case  of  tuberculous  milk  has 
been  found. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Council  had  been  obliged  to  reluctantly  abandon  the 
proposed  bye-laws  on  account  of  their  alteration  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  when  sent  for  approval.  During  the  year 
the  Board  have  written  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  enquire 
what  alterations  of  theirs  had  met  with  the  disapproval  of  the 
Council.  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning 
that  what  the  Council  took  objection  to  was,  that  in  every 
single  instance  in  which  they  had  suggested  some  slight 
variation  from  the  “  model  ”  bye-laws,  these  suggestions  had 
been  crossed  out  by  the  Board  and  refused.  As  some  of  the 
alterations  are  not  considered  to  be  of  vital  importance,  whilst 
others  are  essential,  the  Council  are  quite  willing  to  meet  the 
Board  and  forego  some  of  their  suggested  alterations  if  the 
Board  are  prepared  to  effect  a  compromise.  The  matter  is 
still  under  consideration,  but  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the 
Board  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Council  who  feel  that  it  is 
better  to  have  no  bye-laws  at  all  than  to  have  a  mere  collec¬ 
tion  of  printed  matter  incapable  of  being  enforced  and  openly 
winked  at. 

Notifiable  disease  has  again  been  very  conspicuous  by  its 
absence  :  one  case  of  scarlet  fever,  at  Wilbarston,  and  one  of 
erysipelas,  at  Clipston,  being  the  total,  apart  from  tuberculosis 
of  which  four  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  ;  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  cases  were  all  pulmonary.  In  one  case  at  Braybrooke 
the  patient  had  undergone  previous  sanatorium  treatment  and 
was  sent  home  in  the  last  stages  of  the  disease  ;  his  home 
consisted  of  a  four-roomed  cottage  in  which  lived  his  father 
and  mother  and  five  other  children.  To  meet  the  obvious 
danger  to  the  rest  of  this  family,  as  well  as  for  the  benefit  of 
the  patient  himself,  the  Council  acquired  a  shelter  which  was 
erected  in  a  field  adjoining  the  patient’s  home..  The  patient 
has  lately  died  and  the  premises  have  been  thoroughly 
disinfected.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  on  good  authority,  that  the 
tuberculosis  officials  are  going  to  try  and  take  the  matter  of 
domiciliary  treatment  of  tuberculosis  more  thoroughly  in  hand, 
because  I  consider  that  cases  such  as  this  will  do  more  harm 
than  the  sanatoria  do  good,  for,  whereas  the  sanatoria  may 
cure  or  improve  the  individual t  an  advanced  case  sent  home  to 
crowded  surrounding  may  infect  a  dozen.  One  other  tubercu¬ 
losis  case  has  died  and  in  this  case  also  the  premises  were 


thoroughly  disinfected.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  by  the 
Council  whenever  required.  No  contact  cases  have  at  present 
occurred. 

Of  other  diseases  in  the  district  during  the  year  may  be 
mentioned  a  severe  epidemic  of  whooping-cough  at  Braybrooke 
resulting  in  one  death,  and  later  a  slight  epidemic  of  mumps 
in  the  same  village.  Also  a  slight  epidemic  of  chicken  pox  in 
Marston  which  did  not,  however,  necessitate  school  closure. 
There  have  been  few  cases  or  none  at  all  of  rickets,  acute 
rheumatism,  enteritis  or  acute  pneumonia.  Venereal  disease 
is  not  common  in  this  district  and  no  case  of  ophthalimia 
neonatorum  has  occurred. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was 
35  which  is  considerably  below  the  average.  Thirteen 
residents  of  the  district  died  during  the  year  outside  the 
district  making  the  total  for  all  residents  48,  which  is  again 
well  below  the  average.  Senility  accounts  for  the  greatest 
number  of  deaths. 

The  Infant  Mortality  has  been  5  out  of  66  births, 

75.7  per  thousand  births  ;  of  these  one  was  of  premature 
birth  and  two  from  congenital  debility,  one  from  enteritis  and 
one  laryngitis. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  to  thank  you,  gentlemen, 
for  the  courtesy  and  consideration  that  you  have  always 
extended  to  me. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Yours  faithfully, 

C.  T.  SCOTT. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  the  Whole  District  during  1913 

and  previous  Years* 
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68 
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11 

8 
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82 

82 
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36 
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11 
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47 
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66 
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35 
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13 

5 
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Total  Population  at  all  ages,  4276.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1127  )  At  Census 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  3*8.  f  <>f  1 9 1  1. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  34,491. 


TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 
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Erysipelas 
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1 
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No  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District. 
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TABLE  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death 

during  the  Year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Reside nts”  whether  occurring  within 

OH  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1  and 

2  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 
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All 
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under 

under 

under 

under 

under 
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65 

65  and 
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Total 
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WHETHER  OF 

“  Residents  ” 
or  *•  Non- 
Residents  ” 
IN 

Institutions 


in  t h e 
District 


All  causes 


(  Certified 
)  Uncertified  ... 


Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  tuberculous  diseases... 
Cancer,  malignant  disease... 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

( )ther  diseases  of  respira¬ 
tory  organs  ... 

Diarrheea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  Sc  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever 
Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  &  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  &  Mal¬ 
formation.  including  Pre¬ 
mature  Birth  ... 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 
Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un¬ 
known 


Totals 


5 


3 


13 


24 


48 


Sub- 

Entries 

Included 
in  aliove 
figures. 


Cercbro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 


TABLE  IV. — Infant  Mortality  during  the 

Year  1913. 


'ause  of  Death 
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All 

Causes 


|  Certified 
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Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-Cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 
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Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphil  is 
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Totals 


Nett  Births  in  the  year -legitimate  64,  illegitimate  2. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of— legitimate  infants  5,  illegitimate  infants  () 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework 


1. -INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Workshops  (including-  Workshop  Laundries),  No.  of  inspections  50 
m  ,,  ,,  Notices  served  1 


2,— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Sanitary  accommodation,  unsuitable  or  detective  ...  ...  1 

Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  1 

3. -HOMEWORK. 


Wearing  Apparel, 
making,  ic c. 


Corset  Manufacture. 
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Workmen. 

6 

36 

Notices  served  on  Occupiers  as  to  keeping  or  sending  lists  ...  ...  2 


4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 


Shoe  Heel  Building  . .  . .  . .  1 

Builders  ..  ..  ..  ..3 

Carpenters  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Laundry  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Dressmaking  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bakehouses  ..  ..  ..  ..12 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ...  25 


5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 
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